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BDALLAH r now reſumed his 
melancholy recital, and thus 


proceeded. 


« J examined the minuteſt article 


With great avidity, and wondering at 


Pp 


B 3 the 


6 


the ſingularity of the ſcroll on | 
which the inſcription was engraved, 
I endeavoured to take it in my hand, 


but it inſtantly vaniſhed from my 
ſight, and left me for ſome moments 


in dread and amazement, 


| A murmuring and ſubterraneous 
noiſe enſued, which preſſed down the 
whole maſs of my ideas, I verily 
thought the whole fabric would have 
crumbled on my head, and ſunk me 
to the manſions of -the dead. The 
ſtatue which foretold my deſtiny, 


WAS 


1 


was no longer to be ſeen; and the 


ornaments that but a few minutes 
before had attracted my attention, 
Y 3 now ceaſed to claim my admiration. 
On retiring from a ſcene which had 
undergone ſuch a ſudden and un- 


pleaſing change, I perceived a caſket, 


8 ; 3 ; 
which, on examination, contained 

S . * . 
jewels of immenſe value, and a pic- 

/ ture of uncommon beauty, with theſe 

e 
words engraved on the back of it, 

e 

e 


The jewels are ſent thee as a 
* recompence for thy paſt troubles ; 
B 4 * and 


cn) 

and the picture as a trial of thy 
© gratitude. Thou art enjoined to 
© keep it, till thou haſt found the 
© living likeneſs ; when fortune will | 


* reward thee in proportion to thy 
* deſerts.” 


Imagination can but faintly re- ö 
preſent the various emotions I felt on 
this peculiar event; but how far 
theſe flattering promiſes were from 
me, or what ſtep to take in order to 


forward their completion, I was ut- 


terly at a loſs for; and immediately 


left | 


19 
left the moſque, taking with me my 
new acquired treaſure, with that pro- 


2 vidence for my guide which is wiſe 
and all- perfect. 


The ſpirit of benevolence, at 

| length (by the command of Oro- 
- 7 maſdes) whiſpered deliverance in my 
ear; and, as in a viſion, promiſed me 
reſtoration of every long-loſt hap- 
| 7 pines. 


- 3 © MethoughtI ſtood on the Eaſt 
of the rock; and having aſcended a 
= projecting 


60) 


projecting part, whoſe point formed 
a ſmall, though ſecure harbour, my 
caſket accidentally fell to the bottom, 


In ſeeking for it, I diſcovered, in joy, N 
a veſſel bound to Circaflia and the F 


Caſpian ſea. 


« The rolling of the noiſy thunder, 
broke my repoſe ; the impetuous rain 


Which fell in torrents, drove me to an b 


aperture in the rock, where, in the 


higheſt exultation, I beheld in the Fc 


adjoining bay the Circaſſian veſſel I | 


had deſcried in my ſleep. 


« But 


66 


Rut who can paint our conjoint 
ſurpriſe — The captain and ſhip's 
company were ſtricken with my ro- 


mantic and ſavage appearance, while 


my elated heart beat with unexpe- 
¶ rienced pleaſure at the ſolace of theirs, 
I hailed them, and in tears of joy and 
ſupplication, related to them who 
and what! was, the accident that had 
befallen me, and the ſufferings I had 
overcome by reſignation. Pity and 


; compaſſion inſtantly worked in their 
; honeſt boſoms. I intreated their 
protection, and they readily received 


me 


91 : 
me on board their ſhip, which failed II , 
on her voyage immediately after. K 


c O, all ye who ever knew diſtreſs 
like me, or ever were ſuſpended be- 1 
tween hope and fear, what were my | 
feelings on my deliverance ! Thoſe j 
only who have felt like me can paint ; 


„ „ 


them; and may the vileſt enemy, ] 


the worſt of beings that ever diſgra- N 


ced the name of mankind, never be 
able to paint them at all. Let him 


rather live and have all his heart 4 
can wiſh, und conſcience ſhall chaſ- | | 
ſe, | 4 


tiſe, and reaſon and reflection make 
him repair his wickedneſs, by com- 
punction and reformation ! 


Our voyage to Circaſſia was ſafe 
y N and pleaſant; trebly pleaſant to me, 
f who revelled in all the glee of un- 
t 1 wearied thought at my deliverance, 


£ Gracious Alla! what were my joys! 


© 3 ev] left Circaſſia, and travelled to- 
J wards Arabia, to diſpoſe of my jewels. 


I was ignorant of the value of what! 
© 2 poſſeſſed, and applied to a lapidary of 


» | eminence 


( 14 ) 


eminence to purchaſe them, He 
examined them with ſurprize, and 
looked at me with figns of ſuſpicion, 
which diſcompoſed me. He en- 
quired my name, my buſineſs, and 
how I poſſeſſed myſelf of ſuch im- 
menſe property without knowing its 
value, Rage and reſentment ſuc- 
ceeded his enquiries, and I was 
about to take him by the beard, when 
I was ſeized by order of the Caliph, 
to whom he had privately diſpatched 


a meſſenger, and carried with the 


whole of my propetty, to his houſe, 
Rs I was 


© 33 I 

J was cloſely and ſeverely exa- 
mined ; but my anſwers were im- 
probable and unſatisfactory. My 
jewels, together with the dear picture 
I had been magically enjoined to 
keep, were taken from me, and a 
warrant made out for my commits - 


ment. 


* Conſidering the whole of this 
buſineſs as the infernal machination 


of ſome evil genius, calculated to 
miſlead me, and by the promiſe of 


deluſive happineſs the more effectu- 
ally 


626) 


ally enſure my ruin, I incautionſly 
arraigned the wiſe diſpenſations of 


Providence, and deſpaired of an ho- 
nourable acquittal in a court of 


juſtice, where I feared tyranny and 
partiality would be too powerful for 
injured innocence, unſupported by 


politive evidence. 


In this calamitous ſituation, with - 
out friends or acquaintance, or know- 
ing whom to apply to for informa- 
tion, I could produce no corroborat- 


ing 


( 47 ) 
ing proof in juſtification of my 


veracity. 


Ruin, therefore, ſeemed to hang 
_ o'er my head, and I patiently waited 
the iſſue of my trial, The caliph 
was a magiſtrate who acted under 
the Emir, and deferred bringing me 
to a public trial, till he had pre- 
viouſly informed his highneſs, who 
was famed for his piety and regard 
to juſtice, of my ſuppoſed delin- 
quency. When he entered the pa- 
lace of the Emir, he met the Dalia 
Vor, II, C Lamab, 
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Lamah“ ; he related the nature, of 
his buſineſs, and was directed to in- 
troduce me privately to his apart- 
ment, a and, after taking proper care 
of me, to keep me ignorant of this 
command. Tho' he was aſtoniſhed, 
he did not preſume to enquire the 
cauſe of ſuch an unexpected and ex- 
traordinary injunction, but reſpect- 


fully withdrew to execute it. 


« An infuſion of opium was mixed 
with my food, which threw me into 
| a deli- 


* Prieſt, 


( 19 ) 
a delicious lleep, in which 1 was 
dreſſed in a robe of elegance, and 
conducted to an apartment in the 
palace. On my awaking, 1 found 
myſelf dreſſed in robes, and i in a ſpa- 
cious ſaloon, covered with a canopy 
of purple ſattin. I could not be- : 
lieve my exiſtence, but imagined I 
had quitted this life, and was launch- 


ed into the regions of eternal day, 


« When I reflected on my ad- 
venture in the moſque, I thought 1 
was ſtill under the influence of the 


C 2 genii 


( 20 ) 


genii who had raiſed this extrava- 
gant ſcene, as the mortifying prelude 


to my approaching downfal. 


Thus doubtful and wandering, 
an aged man, whoſe beard was 
whiter than the lilies of the Eaſt, or 
the face of Phœbe in the cleareſt 
night, made his decrepid appearance. 
I looked upon him as one of the 
magii, and fell at his feet; implor- 
ing pardon for an obtruſion for which 
I could not account, or was any way 
privy to. 

« The 


( 21 ) 

te The complacency of his beha- 
viour diſpelled the awe that I was 
under, and at his requeſl I aroſe from 
that humble attitude, and ſeated 
myſelf on a ſopha. He immediately 
interrogated me on every action of 
my paſt life; of the manner in. 
which I got poſſeſſed of the jewels ; 
and the picture, I was fo religiouſly 


enjoined to preſerve ? 


« Convinced that the whole was 
deluſion, and from his pre-knowledge 
of the injunction that was laid upon 


E 3 me, 


( 22 ) 


me, I ſuppoſed him to be the genii 
to whom I was indebted for my paſt 
and preſent ſufferings.  * Notwith- 
ſtanding, ſaid he, the trials you have 


hitherto, patiently endured, you are 


expected to give {till greater proofs 
of your obedience; and before you 
meet with the promiſed fruit of your 
labour, you muſt firſt find the ſon of 


the prince before whoſe tribunal, and 


at whoſe court you are, He has 


been long miſſing, and every effort 
to find him out has hitherto been 


| exerted in vain; but as a recom» 


penſe 


( 23 ) 


penſe to the man who hall reſtore 
him to his father's arms, he is to 


have the princeſs in marriage, whole 
picture I here return thee: all which 
muſt be performed within the ſpace 
of one year. When wiſhing me 


ſucceſs, he gave his bleſſing, and 
withdrew. 


« T bluſh to own, that in contra- 
diction of reaſon, I undertook this 
enterprize of errantry ; and this 1s 


the day on which the year allowed 


me is expired, without my having 


accomse 


N 


accompliſhed a fingle circumſtance in 
purſuit of it,” 


He had ſcarce finiſhed his hiſ- 
tory, before a meſſenger accoſted them 
from the Dalia Lamah, demanding 


their attendance. 


After paying their reſpects to the 
Dalia Lamah, he thus {poke : — 
' © Abdalla, I know what thou haſt 
been relating to thy friend ; what 
thou thinkeſt of thy late journey, and 


of me, who counſelled thee thereto. 


© Tt 


1 


It is thy duty to place an impli- 


cit reliance in the will of Alla, with- 
out enquiring how it acts: Liſten, | 
therefore, to the hiſtory J am going 
to relate, and bluſh at thy unbelief. 


— —— th. - —— — — — 
— — — — Ee. EE. 


— — 


il 


. 


OF THE 


DALIA LAMA H. 


Ly OULD men (ſaid the Dalia 
Lamah) but recolled the ſe- 
veral ſtages of their exiſtence, thro 
which they paſs, it would not only 


furniſh them with an infinite variety, 


but inculcate thoſe ſentiments of hu- 


manity, 


( 28 ) 


manity which would ever ornament 


all human tranſactions. 


e In the numberleſs race of mor- 
tals, there are, who, like myſelf, be- 
come the inſtruments of inſtruction 
to their fellows, and who are ap- 
pointed, under Alla, as extraordinary 
monitors thro* the medium of myſ- 
terious tranſmigration. 


e The remoteſt period of recol- 
lection I am allowed to trace, was in 
the character of a Derviſe, not far 


from 


rr hoo 
— 


( 29 ) 
from the imperial city of Iſpahan. 
The love of piety was early im- 
planted in my heart; and I might 


be ſaid to drink humanity from the 
faireſt boſom of my mother. 


« T conſidered perfect nature as 
the benevolent parent of all, and 
looked upon every thing as originally 
entitled to the uninterrupted bleſſings 
of exiſtence. It is true, man claimed 
a ſuperiority, which centered in ſu- 
perior wiſdom, and the diſtinguiſhing 


prerogative of reaſon and reflection. 


The 


. 


The animal kingdom ſubmiſſively 
obey'd his will, and ſupplied his 
wants; the fiery ſteed licked the 


bridle of reſtraint, and the ox gave 
his neck ſubmiſſively to the yoke; 
the bee yielded tributary fruits of her 


induſtry, and the feathered tenants 
of the woods and groves diſtended 


their throats in notes of harmony 
and praiſe; the lambs bleated con- 
tentment on the mead, and recom- 


mended innocence to his purſuit; the 


ſheep, that placid people, cloathed and 


fed mankind; the elephant gave 
ſtriking 


E 99 = 
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ſtriking proofs of inſtinctivo wiſdom, 
and the oſtrich a leſſon to guard him 
againſt the dangerous effects of folly. 
The dog attended him as the emblem 
of fidelity, and taught him to ſhun 
the unworthy practice of deceit and 

treachery. Admiration ſpread ap- 
plauſe, and the whole earth breathed 
the air of information. 


* Thus I remained, till hoary 
time decked my head with age, and 
dropped me ſoftly in the arms of 
death. T bo I never committed an 


inten- 


6 JC } 


intentional fin, yet human nature be- 
ing tainted with diſobedience, and 

impure and imperfect in its moſt |} 
perfect ſtate, I was condemned to | 
paſs thro' the ſeveral ſtages of tranſ- 
migration, to expiate my ſin, and feel 
the diſtreſſes which animals are ſub- 


ject to from lordly man. 


« On quitting the form of a hu- 
man being, my ſpitit paſſed into a 
a bird; and on my firſt entrance 
into life, I was witneſs to the cruel, 


tho' cuſtomary practice of mankind. 
All 


9 tt z 


(33 'y 


All creatures being endowed with 
natural affection, and capable of hap- 
pineſs, they are conſequently ſuſcep- 
tible of pleaſure and pain. I had 
ſcarcely breathed in my ſoul's new 
tenement as a bird, before I was ta- 
ken from my neſt, torn from the 
embraces of my parents, 'ere they 
could enjoy a compenſation for the 


pangs and patience my exiſtence af- 


forded them, The flattering and 


pleaſing views they anticipated in 


bringing me to maturity; the notes 


they had formed, in order to tune 
Vol. II. D my 


. 


my infant throat in praiſe of the 
great Author of the world, and all 
that therein is; and the gradual leſ- 


ſons they taught me, to enable me 
to ſoar into the immeaſurable air, 


were at once vaniſhed, and ſucceeded 


by a train of unmerited misfortunes. 
In vain did they hover round my 
neſt, out of the reach of my cruel 
invader, fearful of falling in his 
hands, yet loth to take a laſt farewel 
of their little offspring, and pledge of 
their affections. Grief filled their 
parental boſoms, and diſtraction at- 

tended 


680 


tended them as their ſhade : they 
were deſtined to feel diſtreſs, though 


deſtitute of the power to revenge it. 


While in this ſtate of captivity, 
a beautiful female, glowing with 
thoſe ſentiments of humanity pecu- 
liar to the ſex, ſeverely rebuked my 
poſſeflor for his cruelty, and gave him 


a piece of money as the price of my 
redemption. Innocence, virtue and 
tenderneſs,” are ſurely the charac- 
teriſtics of the fair, and angels aſ- 

| D 2 ſome 


AP 3 


ſume their form, to look more 


lovely. 


e Semanthe, (for that was her 
name) put my bill within her lips, 
which ſurpaſſed the coral hue, diſ- 
playing in her ſmiles, teeth of the 
pureſt ivory.— I drew animation from 
the contact. She viewed me with 
looks of complacency, and deeply 
ſighed, in compaſſion for the pangs 
my mournful parents experienced at 
my loſs. Tenderneſs ſhone in the 
livelieſt colours, and J hourly expe- 

rienced 


C09 


rienced the tranſporting effuſions of 
female ſympathy. Gratitude was 
all I had to offer, and I ſtudied to 
pleaſe, becauſe I loved the authoreſs 
and guardian of my infancy. Still 
poſſeſſing the force of human reaſon- 


ing, I ſang ſeveral ſongs in praiſe of 
my miſtreſs, during my captivity, 
amongſt which was the following. 


( 38 ) 
I. 
Ve little chirpers of the grove, 
Who fly from tree to tree, 


No longer ſay tis bliſs to rove, 
No longer pity me. 


x, 


The meads are gay, the vallies cool, 
And thoſe you now enjoy; | 
But know, ſome luckleſs boy from ſchool 


Your pleaſures may deftroy == 


III, 


Perhaps as thoughtleſly you ſing, 
Where faireſt ſcenes invite, 
Some envious hawk's unerring wing 


May mock your feeble flight, 


Or 


. 
: £408” * 


FI 


IV. 


Or elſe, perchance, ere you're aware, 
Some artful ſongſter may 


(Intent upon the fowler's ſnare) 
With ſyren voice betray. | 


v. 


Ere nature lent me wings to fly, 
Or plum'd this little breaſt; 

A truant urchin, paſſing by, 
Purloign'd me from my neſt. 


VI. 


As near my home my parents drew, 


What pangs their boſoms tore ! 
But, ah! to fave themſelves they flew, | 


And never ſaw me more. 


As 


640) 


VII. 


As home the little wanton went, 
Exulting in his prize, | 

Juſt heav'n its kind protection ſent, 
In pity to my cries ; 


VIII. 


Semanthe, paſſing o'er the mead, 
Flew forward to my aid; 

She chid him for ſo raſh a deed, 
And my redemption paid, 


IX. 


Since then, by her indulgent care, 
By her inſtruction taught, 

My notes prove grateful to her ear, 
I pleaſe her as I ought. 


Sometimes 


X. 


Sometimes I on her finger ſtand, 
Ambroſial kifles fip ; 

Receive refreſhment from her hand, 
And nectar from her lip: 


XI. 


Whilſt envious lovers pine and ſigh, 
Such partial bliſs to ſee ; 

And every winning method try 
To be as bleſt as me. 


XII. | 


Then tell me which you think the beſt, - 
Ye ſons of freedom ſay,— 


My pleaſures on Semanthe's breaſt, 
Or yours upon the ſpray ? 


_ "i 


( 42 ) 
In this transform T had an op- 


portunity of being privy to her inno- 


cent and unaffected manners. — 


'Tho' only in her thirteenth year, ſhe 


ſeemed to promiſe uncommon ta- 
lents; and inherited charms which 
bid fair to attract the notice of an 
admiring world. There was not a 
place but which ſhe either ſought for 
amuſement, or to which ſhe retired 
for purpoſes of a more pious na- 
ture. I was her companion in all, and 
ſhe continually laviſhed on me the 


moſt 


( 43 ) 


moſt perfect marks of love and ten · 
derneſs. | | 


e Accompliſhed and beautiful, ſhe 
paſſed not unregarded by the neigh- 
bouring noblemen. Tenders of the 
moſt exalted nature were made her, 
but ſhe remained inflexible to their 
ſuit, and politely declined their offers, 
Amongſt them was a haughty and 
tenacious lover; he was impatient of 
refuſal, and indifferent by what means 
he accompliſhed the illicit gratifica- 


tions of his inflammatory paſſion.— 
| Unfor- 


(4) 
Unfortunately for Semanthe, he was 
on a viſit at her father's palace, and 
in return for the exertion of well- 
bred friendſhip, robbed him of this 
matchleſs treaſure of his heart. He || 
took a formal leave of Semanthe's 
father, as if returning to his own 
country, but bent on the miſchief he 
had previouſly concerted, he con- 
cealed himſelf in a village, and there 
waited an opportunity to execute his 
purpoſe. 


« Tho 


( 45 ) 


cc Tho Semanthe declined his ſuit, 
ſhe dreaded not the danger to which 
it expoſed her, but relied on time and 
N abſence to obliterate her i image from 
| his heart. | 


In one of her wonted walks 
BE thro” her father's garden, two deſpe- 
ndoes affailed her, and with refined 
| conſtraint bore her away, leaving me 
the affrighted ſpeRator of ber aſſault, 
and auditor of her ſhrieks. 


( 46 ) 
* Robbed and deprived of my 
affectionate miſtreſs, and overcome 


by an anguiſh my nature was little 
able to ſupport, I winged my flight 
in the atmoſphere, as a wandering 
and helpleſs inhabitant of the air, no 
longer protected by the attentive ca- 
reſſes of my loſt Semanthe®. My 
life was an undulating warfare of 
happineſs and woe, which ultimately 
ended in a broken heart. : 

ce My 


See the Appendix for the ſeveral argu- 
ments urged by the Omrah and Semanthe, 
for and againſt the ſtate of concubinage, 


which Semanthe wiſely declined, 


(47) 


My form in a ſecondary change 
was more elevated, and enabled me 
to defend myſelf againſt the. treſpaſs 


of my enemies, to which all living 
creatures are more or leſs ſubject.— 
From the helpleſs, tho more inno- 
cent capacity of a ſinging · bird, I now 
| ſoared on the ſpreading wings of an 
| eagle, fearleſs of danger, and above 
reſtraint, The valley was the aſy- 
lum of humbler nations, but tremen- 


dous rocks, and over- topping moun- 


tains were the favourite refuge of the 
feathered king: The place where 


Semanthe 


( 48 ) 

Semanthe was torn for ever from my 
fight, was riveted in my remem- 
brance; and ſcorning any longer the 
melancholy ſhade of the grove, I flew 
with a rapid and dauntleſs free- 
dom acroſs the expanded ſurface 
of the ocean's deep. The hand of 
Juſtice pointed out my way to a rock, 
near an inchanted caſtle, in which 
were depoſited the treaſures of pirates 
who occaſionally frequented it, 


« Here I was witneſs to actions of 


depravity and baſeneſs, but was often 
the 


E 


649) 


the inſtruments of their defeat. How 


cautious mankind would be againſt 
the crimes they practice, were they 
to conſider how many unſuſpected 
witneſſes ſurround them, as guardians 
to the victuous, and as meſſengers of 


vengeance to the wicked, 


This banditti had long infeſled 
the coaſt to which I was directed, 
and, they committed every plunder, 
barbarity, and bloodſhed, that un- 
controuled iniquity could deviſe, — 


The moon was the pale ſpectatreſs 
Vor, II. E of 
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of their miſdeeds, and the ſun bluſhed 
in the midſt of his meridian at their 
raſnneſs. 'Tho' providence permits 


evil, it fails not to puniſh the iniqui- 
tous, who vainly think their ſafety 
lies in eluding the ſuſpicions of man- 
kind; not conſidering that retribu- 
tion aſſumes unſuſpected ſhapes, and 
frequently follows, unſeen and un- 
heard, with whips and ſcorns, the 
ſinful and unconſcious, for deviating 
from truth, and abuſing the boun- 
teous gift of heaven. 


0917) 
On this diſmal ſhore a veſſel was 
engaged, and plundered by the mer- 
cileſs pirates. It reſiſted with obſti- 
nacy, for which the major part of 
the crew were put to death: only 
two providentially eſcaped the bloody 
arm. Theſe were a gentleman and 
his daughter, who were conducted 
to the enchanted caſtle, and lodged 
in a ſubterrancous dungeon, there 
left to ſuffer expiring pain. The 
robbers ſtaid not long where they 


depoſited their treaſure: 1 watched 
the time of their departure, and had 


jt "I fre- 


KAY 
frequent opportunities of viewing the 
riches they ſtored, 


I could not behold the wretched 
condition of theſe ſtrangers, without 
feeling the utmoſt concern, I diſco- 
vered the place where the key of 
their dungeon was concealed, and 


endeavoured to give them unexpected 
freedom. As juſtice overtakes the 


wicked when leaſt they dread it, fo 
deliverance dawns upon the virtuous, 
when in the height of deſpondency. 


*1 
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&« T mounted on the watchful wing 
of curioſity, and traced the pirates 
ſeveral leagues to ſea ; and ſatisfied 
of the courſe they had ſteered, re- 
turned again to the place in which 
the dungeoned ſtrangers were con- 
fined. I carried in my beak the key, 
and gave the father of this beauteous 
captive an opportunity of opening 
their priſon-gate, and thence effect 
their liberty. 


They were aſtoniſhed at the 
fight of the key, and my eagle ap- 


pearance; 
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654) 
pearance; the father put his hands 
thro' the bars, and with trembling 


and longing efforts opened the gates 
of his gon. 


The inſtant they had obtained 
their freedom, they fell on their knees, 


and in filent genuſlexions poures || 


forth their praiſes to that ſupetintend - 
ing being who had pitied and re- 
lieved them. They looked upon 
me as a ſupernatural agent, who had, 
for purpoſes unknown, taken the 
* ] wote.— They would have 

worſhipped 


( 5s ) 
worſhipped me as the means of their 


te ] flew gently towards them, and 
they alternately ſtroaked my feathers; 
after which I mounted in the air, 
and left them. I had been witneſs 
to every motion of theſe piratical 


cruizers, and knew where their pro- 
viſions were lodged ; 1 took from 
thence a large bunch of figs, to the 
place where theſe unhappy perſon- 
ages remained, unknowing what 
courſe to take. * | 


E 4 My 


1 
« « My ſecond appearance gave them 
redoubled animation. When they 
beheld the fruit J brought them, they 


lifted up their eyes to heaven, unable 
otherwiſe to expreſs their gratitude 
for this further inſtance of providen- 
tial bounty. 


The robbers had diſcovered 
their retreat, but knew not the ſecret 
apartments belonging to the inchant- 
ed caſtle, which they deemed no 
more than a piratical temple. The 
father and daughter partook of this 


refreſhment 


657 
refreſument I brought them, and 1 
led them to the inner apartment of 
the caſtle, at the upper end of which 
was a door, ſo exquiſitely fitted, that 
the moſt prying ſearch could not 
diſcover where, or in what manner 
it was fixed. I gave them time to 
examine the riches. that ſurtounded 
them, and I flew with my utmoſt. 
velocity againſt the wall. The door 
opened, and we entered a vauited 
ſaloon, completely furniſhed in all 
the luxury of eaſtern grandeur ; the 
| doors 


8) 


monds and rubies. 


] touched one of theſe with the 
tip of my wing, and it obediently 


breezes fanned us with the fragrance 
of its productions. 


Nature and art were ambi- 
tious to excel in the. arrangement 


+ of 


doors. were of reflefting.. glaſs, in 
frames of gold, ſtudded with dia- 


opened. The concert of the grove ' 
greeted our ears, and its flattering 
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of the trees; the artificial wind- 
ing of the canal, which mean- 
dered before us, led to baths covered 
by cedar trees; the banks of the ca- 
nal, whoſe gradual deſcent was ſpread 
with lilies, violets, and roſes, formed 
2 bed of extenſive and diverſified 2 


odour. — 


Attend (ſaid I) ye trees, ye woods, ye brooks, and all 
Ye undulating waters, and gladly join 


In evening ſong, with humble and with human plants; | 
Riſe 


(' bo ) 


Riſe ye little fiſh, exert thy ſcaly powers 


| | In proud gratuity to thy wond'rous maker, 
; | | Who form'd the world from nought, and all things f 
| | in it; l 
Plac'd our firſt parents in the land of bliſs, t 
| And gave to man a mind ſuperior to all, | 


To make him ruler of the immenſe creation, 


Riſe, ye twiſting worms, from thy earthly caverns, 


And view with me the works of omnipotence. 


Diffuſe your ſilent pi aiſes to the lord-of lords, 


In emanations of gratitude and love, 


And then retire to thy eternal home; 


Leſt on its ſuperficies, where man exiſts 


You take contagious poiſon, and ſadly change 


Thy innocence to evil.” 
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« ] walked round and ſurveyed 
the grove, eat of the fruit, and led 
my wards to the moſque. Three 
times we bowed to the ground, and 
then examined the proud formation 
of the building, the richneſs of its or- 
naments, and the ſtatues with which 
it was adorned. The whole wore an 
air of ſolemnity, which teſtified to 
whoſe ſervice it was conſecrated, by 


the taſte of its pious architect. 


« Tn this calm and bliſsful retreat, 
they contemplated the tranſactions of 


the 


( 62 )) 
the robbers; and confiding in me as 
their guardian ſpirit, they appeared 
contented, diſtant as they were from 
their former refidence. 


« One of them, in the ſoothing 
accent of praiſe, plaintively exclaim- 


Ed | — 


as 
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I, 

Inſpire me heaven, nor in me leave a thought 
Untouch'd, untry'd, to ſing of Alla's praiſe ; 

Free from the pangs of guilty minds untaught, 

May my poor pen his godlike virtue raiſe. 


3 
A 
f 
bf 
4 
F 
g 
3 
1 


II. 


Yet, ah, how vain I try the heavenly theme, 
Or the great tafk alone attempt to ſcan, 

Since he outſhines the luſtre of our fame, 
Who lives above the humble ken of man. 


III. 


O for a voice on fire to ſtop the dreaded crime 
Of men, who live regardleſs of thy word ; 

Whoſe tranſient pleaſure is but loſs of time, 
Senſeleſs of what ſuch loſs will ſoon afford. 


Would 
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IV. 
Would but our fellow - creatures hark a while 
And ftrive their wand' ring paſſions to ſubdue ; 
I'd teach them ſolace from thy godly ſtile, 
To ſoften ſorrow, and their joy renew. 


V. 


For who that follows thee, but lives above 
The common lot of irreligious man! 

| In thee by faith we taſte celeſtial love, 
Nor think of life but as a lifeleſs ſpan. 


VI. 


Superior pleaſures the mind will e er enjoy, 
When moor'd with eaſe in reſignation's bay: 

Where peace prevails, no horrors to annoy 
The bliſsful moments of a virtuous lay. 
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VII. 
The chariot rolling on its gilded wheels, 
Contains, tis true, ſome one of noble birth; 
But nobler far is he, who wiſely feels 
The fear of him who reigns above this earth, 


VIII. 
Oh, Alla, thou diſtributes all thy joys 
To thoſe whoſe virtue ſips the heav'nly ſweet z 
And drowns the crimes indulg'd for earthly toys 
With good immorta], and with grace replete, 


IX, 


Come then, fair man, before it be too late, 

And join with chearfulneſs the virtuous band 
Defeat the follies of a tranſient ate, 

Since Alla calls throughout a virtuous land, 


Vo L. II. F 9 The 
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« The pleaſure I felt in being the 


inſtrument of their deliverance, com- 
penſated in a great meaſure for the 
:loſs of Semanthe, and I kept a watch- 


ful eye on the robbers; meditating 
at the ſame time, effectual inventions 
for their deſtruction. Such is the 
natural fatality of vice, that tho' it 
may long Aouriſh, it never 1s ſecure, 
and vengeance falls with redoubled 
force in proportion to its tardy pro- 
greſs. 


Tho- 
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© Tho' this caſtle was remote, the 
ſame accident which at firſt di- 
rected them, diſcovered it to others, 
It had every, requiſite capable of de- 
fence, but indifferently defended: 
fearful, therefore, of being ſurptiſed, 
they erected and fortified a. garriſon, 
which they furniſhed with ſtores from 
the captured ſhips, and then fixed 
their abode in it, Fancying them- 
ſelves thus perfectly ſecure, and un- 
mindful of their captives, they re- 
velled in every riot, regardleſs of the 
vengeance that awaited them. 

F 2 n Their 


15 

« Their ammunition was da- 
maged for want of air, which ob- 
liged them to open their maga- 
zine, ſituate in the centre of the 
garriſon; and leaving it in that 
ſtate, they failed in ſearch of addi- 
tional plunder. 


„A ſhip was driven by a tempeſt 
on that inhoſpitable ſhore, and they 
put off to rifle the ſufferers of their 
property, without the leaſt commiſe- 
ration for their diſtreſſes, or the ap- 
prehended danger of their own death. 

ment 
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Diſappointment was, nevertheleſs, their 
reward: the veſſel ſunk. in their ſight, 
and all her inhabitants were buried 
in a Watery grave. They returned 
to their garriſon, pronouncing all the 
curſes which defeated vice could in- 


vent, in the midſt of imminent ruin. 


te It was too late, and the day too 
far advanced to ſtow their powder, 
which was expoſed to the air, and I 
flew to the wreck, bearing in my 
beak a piece of cordage, burning at 
one end; - I mounted above the cita- 
F 3 = 
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del, where they were drowning the 


ſenſe of their paſt diſappointments, 


with intoxicating draughts of wine. 
1 watched an opportunity, and letting 


the fire drop in the middle of the 
powder, avenged the cauſe of the 
unhappy victims of their cruelty, and 
diſpatched them, thus laden with 


their crimes, to the realms of 


eternity, 


«© The garriſon, and one of the 


wings of the caſtle were deſtroyed by 
the exploſion, and expoſed to our 


ſight 


—— 
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9 
ſight a cavern, from whence an aged 
fire advanced in the habit of a ma- 
gician, He ſurveyed the devaſtation 
J had made, and ſmiled with an air 
of pleaſure and approbation. I be- 
lieved him to be the genii of the 
place, who, ſtunned with the con- 
fuſion the falling building had raiſed, 
ſtood forward in the general wreck, 
to enquire and contemplate the cauſe, 
He waved a wand, and beckoned 
me to follow him; I obeyed : he 


told me that the fates approved of 
© what I had done; that I was only 
F 4 © to- 
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* to paſs through one more ſtage of 
c exiſtence; before I ſhould animate 
© a body adapted to my original na- 
ture; be the inſtrument of happi- 
© neſs to the prince with whoſe confi- 
© dence I ſhould be ſhortly honoured, 
and ſpend the remainder of my 
* days in quiet:—when brandiſhing 
his wand, the prince (for ſuch I have 
fince found him to be) advanced, his 
daughter leaning on his arm. Their 
countenance ſpoke every grateful 
pleaſure, 


The 


38 

* The good old man led them tothe 
moſque, remote from where I ſtood, 
and receiving ſomething from the 
lady, which he carefully laid by, he 
pointed to the ſun, as if deſcribing 
the time he would ſet. I now in- 
ſtantly dropped down,. and 'death 
drawing his veil before my eyes, I 
never beheld the aged fire more. 


2 Spirit is ever active. — I 
changed my eagle ſhape, and reſorted 
to the body of a tyger, in which I 
ranged thro' the gloomy foreſts. In 

this 
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this new form of exiſtence, I found 


ſeveral unhapy men placed on the 
continent, turned adrift, and left to 


the mercy of chance. 


« Several months they remained 
in this hapleſs ſituation, when a ſhip. 
touched on their coaſt for. water, in 
which they embarked,. and imme- 
diately departed. My viſits to the 
beach were frequent, and I was one 
day taken in a ſnare, hurried on 
board a Circaſſian , 
ſhip, and ſold to a nobleman, My 

ſtay 
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ſtay with him was ſhort; for 1 
watched an opportunity, and ſent him 
lifeleſs to the ſhades below. I Was 


cut to pieces by his attendants, as a 


puniſhment; and the coeval death 
of the Dalia Lama of the Emir hap- 
pening, . my. ſoul paſſed into his life- 
leſs corps, which I re-animated, to- 
the joy of his relations, who congra»- 
tulated his recovery, ” 


t His phyſician, who long fate- 
penſive by his patient, ſuddenly ſtart- 
ed from his ſeat. in extaſy, and arro- 

gator: 
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gated to himfelf the honour of ſu- 
perior ſkill. He was left to the 
enjoyment of his opinion, and ſoon 
after appointed to a place of honour 
and profit, which he now enjoys as 
a reward for his extraordinary ability. 
Thus you fee how blindly the mul- 
titude of men judge by appearances; 
how weakly they impute vices to the 
innocent, and- virtues to thoſe who 
leaſt deſerve them. If the deceaſed 
were allowed to ſpeak, there are 
many of the faculty who have built 
their capricious fame on ſimilar tranſ- 


actions; 


a i © 
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actions; and many cheriſh thoſe who 
ate no nearer allied to them than by 
re-animating, as I had done, the 
bodies of their breathleſs friends. 


« And now, Abdallah, I wil 
draw the imperfe& veil of human 
forefight from before thy eyes, and 
the eyes of Omar thy friend, and 
convince thee, that heaven can ac- 
compliſh its ends by means which 
will puzzle the buſy ſearch of mor- 
tals, whoſe wiſdom is folly in its 


Goht, 


« Omar 


( 78 ) 
e Omar ſtarted at the mention of 
his name by him, he had never ſeen 
before. The Dalia Lamah perceived 
his ſurpriſe, and requeſted him to 
compoſe himſelf. He wielded a rod ; 
that he held in his hand; and an 
apartment was exhibited of the moſt 


various magnificence. The Emir 

and his royal conſort were ſeated on 
à throne; noblemen of the divan 
attended in their ſuit, to whom after 
paying a ſolemn obeiſance, the an- 
cient father thus addrefled himſelf. 


< ather 


(79) 
Father of the faithful, and firſt 
© amongſt, the princes of the earth! 
May juſtice ſupport the pillars of : 
thy throne, and mercy in her filken | 
robe of innocence, ſurround. it! 
c May Alla ſpread the ſhawl of 
glory o'er thy head, and multiply 
* thy race, as the ſtars of heaven — 
« Liſten to the voice of Alla, which 
] am commanded to unfold, and 
thus receive of heaven your valu- 
* able, long-loſt ſon! 


A pauſe 
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A pauſe ſucceeded the recital; 
When taking Omar by the hand, he 
introduced him to his Majeſty, and 
his queen Amora. Each was ſtrick- 
en with filent a@miration, and the 


exhilirated prince flew with tranſport 
to embrace him. The weeping tears 
of joy flowed reciprocally from the 
eyes of the royal father and ſon ; and 
when the firſt ebullitions of their 
ſurprize abated, the Dalia Lama thus 
-proceeded, 


18 


x Mighty amongſt men ! I am the 
Derviſe to whole care the prince your 


ſon was, committed ; but the genius 
of death overtaking me with morta- 
lity, before I had time to inform him 
of his rank, he has ſince travelled in 
obſcurity; and, piouſly affected, vi- 
ſited the urn in which my aſhes were 
contained. After my deceaſe, I was 
decreed to move in different forms, 
and trace the wonderful works of 
Alla through the inferior ſtages of 
animal exiſtence ; I have recounted 
my ways in part to your ſon, reſerv- 
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ing little for your royal ear. Then 
turning to Abdallah, he demanded 
the picture, which he preſented to the 
Emir, aſking whether his Majeſty 
recollected the conditions on which 


it was reſtored. 


If the prince was affected by the 
ſudden introduction of his ſon, his 
affections doubly operated by this ad- 


ditional diſcovery, With extaſy he 


exclaimed,—* Know itl---yes l- it 
is the picture of my dear Sachariſſa, 


which was depoſited in the hands of 
the 


3 
the magician in the enchanted 
moſque, who conducted us by ſun- 
ſet to our own kingdom, after a mi- 
raculous releaſe from our confine- 
ment by the providential aid of an- 
eagle, which he promiſed I ſhould 
one day embrace, as the ſupport of 
my family, and the author of my 
future peace,” To which the Dalia 
Lamah replied :--- I am the perſon 
who aſſumed the ſhape of the eagle 
you are pleaſed to mention ; It was 
I who brought the key of your de- 
liverance, conducted you to the 


G 2 moſque, 
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moſque, blew up the pirates who 
took you priſoners, and buried them 
in the ruins of their own building, 
which they vainly conſidered as the 
invincible ſanctuary for accumulated 


crimes. 


Then turning again to Abdallah, 
he continued: Abdallah, you 
may remember that when you and 
your companions were periſhing with 
thirſt, you were alarmed by the noiſe 
of hoſtile tygers in their fight : the 


_ tyger that was ſlain had diſcovered 


you, 


1 
you, and being diſtreſſed for food, 
you would have fallen a prey to his 
appetite, had I not attacked and 
overcome him; you ſaw him man- 
gled on the plain, and watching the 
place to which I retired, wiſely 
thought that water was near me; I 
led you after me for your relief, and 
to direct your footſteps to the en- 
chanted moſque, where this picture 
was concealed, and on which your 


happineſs depends. 


G 3 © Fore- 
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“ Foreſeeing what would happen; 
if not timely prevented, I drove your 
companions to the top of the rock, 
where they ſaw a thip, and in which, 
to your concern, they ſailed. Had 
they remained on the continent, they 
would have been the means of your 
deſtruction. Suſpecting, by your ab- 
ſence, you had diſcovered ſome va- 
luable treaſure, which you concealed 
to yourſelf, they were envious of your 
good fortune, and intended, on your 
return, to throw you into the ſea, 
The ſhip in which they embarked, 


Was 


69 
was commanded by the very pirates 
who firſt placed you on the continent, 
and who, wanting hands, came, un- 
der pretence of pitying your ſituation, 
to carry you to ſome neighbouring: 
port; while, in fact, for no other 
reaſon than to entail. upon you per- 
petual ſlavery. She was, however, 
ſoon afterwards loſt, and they fell 
into the ſnare they had impiouſly de- 
ſigned for you, 


« I conſtantly attended you un- 
ſeen, till your eſcape. I was preſent- 
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when the golden ſtatue diſappeared, 
and followed you to that part of the 
rock on which you flept. A ſhip, in 
diſtreſs for water, chanched to put ing 
the morning of the day you may date 
your liberty ; diſappointed therein, 
they were about to fail, when per- 
ceiving me, they precipitately pene- 
trated the country to a ſtream of 
water; I purpoſely retired, and gave 
them time to embrace the favourable 
opportunity. As I had other pur- 
poſes of fate to fulfil, I pretended 
fleep. In that ſtate I was taken in a 


ſnare, 


(FF 
fnare, and conducted to their ſhip; 
which wafted me away. From my 
uncommon fize and beauty, I be- 


came a valuable acquifition to the 
captain, who ſold me to an Omrah, 


on whom I had a noble and merited: 


revenge. 


Here the Dalia Lamah waved his 
hand; when the princeſs Saccha- 
riſſa (who had been placed in an 
adjoining room, and previouſly in- 
ſtructed) entered in our preſence, 


He took her by the hand, and led to 
to 
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to the Emir, who preſented her to 
Abdallah, ſaying, — “ Abdallah, I 
herewith beſtow upon thee, the fair 
original of this beauteous picture; 


and may the gods who thus approve 


your marriage, render it auſpicious.” 


Sadi, and the Princeſs Arpaſia, 
who were then on a viſit at their 
brother's court, were witneſſes of this: 
tender diſcovery ; and tho” they ſin- 
cerely rejoiced at their brother's hap- 
pineſs in the recovery of a ſon, they 
could not refrain dropping a tear of: 
5 pity 


( 91 ) 
pity for the fate of their hapleſs 


daughter, whoſe loſs they had long 
and fruitleſly bewailed. 


The Dalia Lama, perceiving the 
concern of theſe noble perſonages, 
once more waved his wand, when a 
lady entered, attended by the reve- 
rend derviſe, to whom: Omar had 
been directed, and who was privately 
ſummoned by the Dalia Lamah.. 


She was decorated in a ſuperb: ha- 


bit, and the Dalia Lamah preſented. 
her 


( 92 ) 
her to Sadi and the royal Arpaſia, 
ſaying, - This is your daughter 
Semanthe, by whom I was reſcued 
when in the ſhape of a bird, from 
the boy who ſtole me from my cal- 
low brethren, was the feeble evi- 
dence of the violence offered her, at 
the inſtance of the Omrab, who was 
then on a viſit at your court, and who 
gave her the name of Zemira, the 
better to elude detection. Unable to 


aſſiſt her, I ſoon after broke my heart 
with grief. 


( 93 ) 


„ This was the lady, Abdallah, 
who ſolicited your protection: you 
were juſtly puniſhed for imputing an 
appointment of innocence to wanton 
guilt, and the intentional gratification: 
of a lawleſs paſſion. To this noble-. 
man I was fold in the ſhape of a ty- 
ger, at a ſeat near this city, and on 
whom I avenged her cauſe. 


Zemira then drawing aſide the 
veil which ſkreened her face, diſco- 


vered her beauty, and won, with ir- 


reſiſtible 


t 94 ) 


reſiſtible attraction, the heart of 


Omar. 


Tenderneſs and tears were now 
mutually exchanged. The Emir and 
Amora embraced their ſon with 
tranſport ; Sadi and Arpaſia laviſhed 
careſſes on Zemira ; Abdallah flood 
fixed, tho' not leſs affected by his 
dear Saccharifla, whoſe looks of ten- 


derneſs glanced alike on him and her 


mother, 
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aged derviſe, who was thus unex- 
pectedly bleſt with every branch of 
his illuſtrious family. In order that 
this ſyſtem of uniform felicity ſhould 
be complete, he gave the beauteous 
Zemira to Omar, whoſe marriage 
was celebrated with that taſte and 
tranſport, unequalled by the gladned 
efforts of eaſtern ſplendor. : 


OH! 


None was more affected than the 
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O Hl thou omnipotent Creator, 
from whoſe hands all things flow 
with purity and perfection, how wiſe 
and juſt, under thy heavenly influ- 
ence, are all ſublunary operations! 
Watchful of thy imperial will, and 
directed by thoſe unerring rules 
vrhich thou endowedſt thy creature 
man with at his birth, how happy 
and provident are all his ways! Man 
only perverts the faculties thou giveſt 
him, and by a deviouſneſs from their 


true ends, finds miſery and wretch- 
edneſs 


( 97 ) 
edneſs of his own creation! Around 


the world's wide ſurface, tho' various 
are the modes and cuſtoms of the 
human kind, alike are their purſuits, 
and happineſs their object. 


While the poor Indian adores his 
maker in clouds, or the European 
courts his grace thro' faith in various 
forms, each having for the end pro- 
tection here, and ſalvation hereafter ; 
the Aſiatic founds his all on the pre- 
deſtination and fixed decrees of the 
muſſelman, Heaven and the Al- 

Vor. II. H mighty 


( 98) 


mighty are their exalted purpoſe, and 
they court them by variegated means. 
Charity is interchangeable due from 
all to all ;—and oft while the rigid 
chriſtian, diſdaining the piety of the 
eaſt, as pagan and idolatrous, doth 
the heathen fet thoſe examples of 
philanthropy and virtue, unpracticed 


in the weſtern world. 


Say, ye Europeans, whether in the 
north or ſouth, where are the bliſs- 
ful effects of all your chriſtian lives? 
Is it in your mutual actions, or in 


your 


( 99 ) 


your benevolence to the brutal, the 
feathered, or the ſcaly kingdom ?— 
Dreaded are your reſponſes! Since 
earth, air, and water are ranſacked 
by thee, to glut thy craving maw 
with murdered food; and ye feaſt 
oer its expiring pangs—Say, ye chriſ- 
tians, where lie your humanity and 
tenderneſs? Is it in the mockery of 
worſhip, the pomp of churches, the 
impertinence of inſulting prayer, or 


the ſounds of an intereſted hypocriſy ? 


'H 2 | The 
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Ihe eaſtern pagan, unwonted in 
thy refinements, and unenlightened 
by the. revelation ye abuſe, obeys the 
dictates of his nature, and teſtifies his 
tenderneſs and love, in his faith of 
tranſmigration. He draws his nou- 
riſhment from the unbreathing pro- 
ductions of the earth; he lives in 
unaffected piety ; and the wonders of 
nature elevate his mind to God in 
ignorant ſubmiſſion, and irreproach- 

able conduct, 


EE = 
Wonder not, then reader, who- 


&er thou art, at the circumſtance of 
metamorphoſis, which, by' patience 


and perſeverance brought Omar and 


Zemira together, and concluded their 
arduous yet joyful warfare ;, it was 
novel, and that providence which 
impartially prevails over all men, 
permitted them, in eaſtern manners, 
to experience a viciſſitude of fortune 
in the reciprocal ſearch after happi- 
neſs, and each other. Hymen fi- 
niſhed what the Fates determined, 


and long may the lamp of love burn 
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( 102 ) 
pure and unfading between them— 
until friendſhip ſhall ſo fix its bonds 
to bind them, that when the one ex- 
pires, the other may illumine and 
light their paths to glory, longevity, 


and the grave. 


( 103 ) 
THE PASSAGE OF LIFE, 


I. 
oH! how ſweetly is begun 


Our lives uncertain race; 
Whilſt our natal morning ſun 
Proclaims his blazing face. 


IT. 
Flatt'ring is the book of fate, 


Till wholly underſtood ; 


Partial hopes our joys create, 
Is. all that's great and good. 


III. 


Soft the firſt ideas move 
That wander in our mind; 
Full the joy, and fair the love 
That riſes wich the wind. 


(104 


- 
I . ' 
I V. 


All our ſighs are vernal air, 
But April drops our tears; 
Beauty compenſates our care, 
And youth each vapour clears.. 


v. 


Ah! too ſoon, alas, we climb, 
Scarce feeling, we aſcend 

The gentle riſing hill of time, 5 
And all in ſweetneſs end. 


VI. 


The die once caſt, our fortune known, 
Fond expectation o'er, = 
The thorn that former years had ſown, 


Will die, and be no more, 


Then 
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VII. 


Then ev'ry care's a driving harm, 
That helps to bear us down, 
While fading ſmiles no more can charm, 
While ev'ry look's a frown, 


VIII. 


Till with ſueceeding ills oppreſt, 

New joys we hope to find; 
Age links us ſoftly down to reſt, 
And gazets leave behind, 
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APPEND IX. 


(REFERRED TO IN PAGE 46.) 


O obtain the ſummit of his 
1 deſires, the Omrah, who, as 


related in the preceding tale, had 
forcibly poſſeſſed himſelf of the fait 
Semanthe, (finally known to us by 


the happier name of Zemira) with 


all 


( 108 ) 
all the ſubtlety of a lover, trained 


reaſon to a degree of wreck. 


« Increaſe and multiply, ſaid he to 
the dear Zemira, was the firſt and 
great command; and heaven never 
intended to defeat its own important 
purpoſes by making chaſtity the teſt of 
virtue. Diſcernment and reaſon, 
continued he, were given to man to 
moderate, but not extinguiſh his paſ- 
ſions; to enjoy the gifts of heaven, 
but. not deſtroy them. It ſenſibility 
were as lively in every woman, as in 


moſt 


( 20g ) 


moſt of your ſex, you would not 
perhaps wiſh to ſtrip from chaſtity 
loſt her ſplendid trappings, and make 
her known for what ſhe really is; 
but you would, with ſympathiſing 
tears, lament the cruelty and injuſtice 
of mankind, who, blinded by preju- 
dice, and infatuated with falſe no- 
tions, place the honor of her ſex in 
as falſe a light as they do their own, 
when they make the ſword its only 
guardian, Women, influenced by 


tyrant cuſtom, may be conſcious that 


ideal pollution tarniſhes the luſtre of 
their 


( 16 ) 
their ideal virtue: but let me aſk, 
did they violate the laws of nature, 
or fruſtrate the ends of providence, 


when they renonnced virginity ?—If 
not, do they think that the omiſſion 
of a mere formality of human inven- 
tion, would have taken from the pu- 
rity of the deed, and ſtampt with 
guilt the ſurrender of their charms ? 
Oh, no! they know too well that an 
action becomes criminal, but as it 
involves ourſelves or others in dif- 
grace or miſery, 


The 


Ens ) 

Tbe woman who, by marriage, 
expoſes herſelf to a numerous off- 
ſpring, for whom there is no proviſion 
made, is more culpable than the cau- 
tious fair, who, independent in for- 
tune, yields to the impulſe of natural 


inclination, The latter can reſume 
her conſequence, and do juſtice to 
herſelf, if her lover prove ungratefal, 
or ſhe find it no longer expedient to 
gratify herſelf or him: but the for- 


mer in vain proteſts, in vain remon- 


ſtrates? when power abuſed has 
broken the bond of friendſhip and 


affection. 


6112) 

affection. The legal harlot is drag- 
ged to the embraces of the lordly 
brute, to perpetuate her miſeries in 
violation of the tendereſt feelings of 
her ſex, and the ſacred rites of na- 
ture and humanity. 


Yet it is confeſt that the hymeneal 
torch too often blaſts that tender 
flower of female coyneſs, which is 
the ſtrongeſt incentive to defire ; and 
that married women too ſoon throw 
off the maid, almoſt in the com- 


mencement of the bride. 
Unfor- 


( 113 ) 


Unfortunate is the woman, who 
incurs the cenſure of the babbling 
world, for wanting reſolution to ſa- 
crifice a real, tho' temporary happi- 
neſs, to the certain, tho' laſting mi- 
ſeries which the pride or prejudice of 
her friends would kindly provide for 
her. If ſhe does not rebel againſt 
the laws of nature, but venerate chaſ- 
tity like a deity, it is becauſe ſhe ſees 
it daily trampled on, and legally for- 
ſworn at the foot of Hymen's altar. 
It is becauſe, from the conſideration 
of her ſex, and the decreęs of provi- 

Vol. II. I dence, 


( 114 ) 

dence, ſhe knows that love is to be 
the chief buſineſs of her life: it is 
becauſe ſhe has ſenſe and reſolution 
enough to prefer to ſober ſociety, 
falſe friends, and a perfidious world, 
the tender regard, the winning aſſi- 
duities of the man whoſe virtues 
captivate her heart, whoſe love ſub- 
dues her pride, and by raiſing a 
mutual flame, becomes the only ob- 
ject of her wiſhes, the end of her 
deſires. The conſcious purity of her 
ſoul revolts at the painful thought of 
being made ſubſervient to luſtful ap- 

| petite 


( 1s ) 
petite and ſated paſſion: Love only 
can raiſe the genial fire, that, bluſh- 
ing | „ 


— Calls for darknefs to conceal 
Our rapturous relation to the ſtalls. 


The innocence of her life repels the 
pointleſs ſhaft of flander. But, ſhe 
is not married True: no impious 
vow has paſſed her faithful lips to 
bind her to the performance of duties 
which her generous heart diſclaims, 
The freedom of her will gives luſtre 
to her choice, and adorns her virtue 

> wk with 


(C ms ] 
with never-fading ſplendor. While 
it exalts her virtues, it leaves it in her 
power to diſplay the delicacy of her 
charms—all the bewitching artifices 
of inſtinctive love, to keep awake 
attention, and give pleaſure its moſt 
poignant reliſh. The reſiſtleſs attrac- 
tions of a feigned reſerve, a playful 
indifference, and a coy ſubmiſſion, 
give enjoyment all the pleaſure of 
variety, and makes the happy lover 
think his bliſs too cheaply bought, 
by the exertion of all his gratitude 


to- 


( 117 ) 


towards the amiable woman, whoſe 
every look and every word inſpires 
him PA ir 


1 


With that noble wiſh, that never- cloy'd defire, 
Which ſelfiſh love diſdains, to ſeek alone 
To bleſs the deareſt object of the heart. 


Yet ſhe is not married; and the ſe- 
verity of female reflections calls on 
me to apply the balm of beneficence 
to thoſe wounds which a too rigid 


cenſure muſt inflict, 
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Well is compared' a deferted wo- 


man to the ſtricken deer: Suffer 
me to take the unhappy victim un- 
der my care—lt is her lovelineſs that 
makes her conſpicuous, and attracts 
the hunter's eye; beſet with toils ; 
encompaſſed round with ſnares, ſhe's 
ſtruck, ſhe falls! What had ſhe done 
to merit this? Whom ſhall ſhe look 
to for deliverance? Abandoned by 
the mercileſs herd, where ſhall the 
fly for refuge? Shall we oppoſe the 
ſuccouring hand of compaſſionating 
kindneſs, that offers to replace her 

in 


( 119 ) 


in the enamelled meads of virtae's 
bright domain; ſecure her future 
peace, and by reinſtating her in her 
own eſteem, make ſelf- approbation 


once more ſtrike the ſtring of joy ? 


Far from endeavouring to per- 
vert the female mind, I ſeek only 
to eſtabliſh its felicity on the firm» 


eſt baſis, by raiſing it above the 


viciſſitudes of life, and engaging it 
to ſeek in the conſciouſneſs of its own 
worth, that ſatisfaction which all the 
world beſide cannot beſtow. The 
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woman who is poſſeſſed of this ineſti- 
mable jewel, will diſpenſe with the 
converſe of her ſex, nor want, in her 
declining years, the cordial comforts 
of a liberal friend. 


Would we render a ſervice to her 
ſex, let us warn them of the danger, 
and point out prevention: teach 
them to ſtifle the piercing darts of 
love-ſeducing charms; reduce the 
magic of the flattering tongue ; the 
ſubtle, melting energy of ſmiles :— 
as well might they attempt-to quench 

| the 


6121) 
the fire of ſympathy, ſtop the pro- 
greſs of mankind, reform the works 
of an unerring God, give ſecond birth 
to nature, and unite the poles. 


You lament, continued the Omrah 
to Zemira, how many ſad living 
monuments of what they once were, 
are to be ſeen in almoſt every ſtreet. 
Could any woman merit ſuch a ſitu- 
ation? No; impoſſible ! Why then 
is the woman, for committing a ſup- 
poſed fault, loaded with infamy, in- 


ſulted, reviled, and deſpiſed ? Why, 
but 


( 


but to glut the pride of thoſe preten- 


ders to virtue, who, to throw a falſe 
gloſs on their own actions, endea- 
vour to darken the actions of others. 
It is this unmerited conduct that fills 
our ſtreets with proſtitutes ; and, to 
the eternal reproach of Religion, 
plunges the offender, for an imagi- 
nary crime, into thoſe vices which a 


humane treatment would have made 


them abhor the leaſt acquaintance 
with, 


Even 


( 223 ) 

Even among the chriſtian precepts 
we find it denounced by a judge ſu- 
preme,. Go, neither do I condemn 
thee; go, and fin no more.” What 
ſhall we ſay, then, for the fond be- 
lieving, lovely woman, who, to obey 
the call of nature, has broken no 
vow, has wronged no one on earth ? 
Shall we, in derifion of this example, 
inſult the God of mercy, and arraign 
his juſtice, by giving her up a prey 
to ſhame, diſeaſe, and death? Forbid 
it nature, forbid it reaſon ! and ſhall 
the ſhameleſs creature, who, from 


mercenary 


( 124 ) 


mercenary or ambitious views, re- 
ceives to her arms the wretch ſhe 
muſt deſpiſe, ſhall ſhe glory in her 
guilt? Shall the ſtate ſhe lives in be 
deemed honourable, while abhorrent 
nature groans under the foul oppreſ- 
fion; and violated modeſty indig- 
nant calls on infamy to vindicate her 
wrongs? No, the painful conflict 
between love and ſhame, the ſucceed- 
ing ſtruggles between modeſty and 
deſire, until nature, over-powered, 
breathleſs and faint, reſigns thy ſex 


to their faithful lovers embraces ; the 
crimſon 


( 125 ) 
crimſon bluſh that till adorns their 
cheek, and i improves their bliſs, ſhall 


fave them from reproach, and con- 


ſecrate their flame; while to- mor- 
row's bride in vain ſhall call on 
marriage rites to ſanctify her joys :-= 

rank luſt has bought them at the 
expence of gold---deceitful j Joys, that 


vaniſh in the graſp, and leave wide 


room for ſorrow and remorſe,” 


Zemira, almoſt overpowered by 
the art of the Omrah's addreſs, with 
difficulty recovered from its poiſon- 
ous 
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ous effects; but reaſon and reſolution 
bore ſway, and ſhe __ to him as 
follows: 


My LORD, 


Your ſentiments delivered in wan- 
ton elegance, the flight of a lively 
imagination, are too looſe and un- 
guarded to pervert the mind of any 
woman poſſeſſed of common ſenſe; 
for ſhe who adopts your ſyſtem, with 
open eyes plunges into ruin and pi- 
tileſs diſgrace. If any one there is, 


who dares boldly to ſacrifice her 
fame, 


6127 


fame, the ſhrine muſt be unwel- 
comed. When the paſſions ſubſide, 
which time, and an uninterrupted 
poſſeſſion will facilitate, how acute 
her feelings! When coldneſs, or con- 


ſtrained attention remain the only 
ſucceſſors of all the lovers rapture, 
without a ſingle reſource to divert her 
mind, and employ the vaſt force of 
tenderneſs. When ſhe has no gentle 
friend of her own ſex, with whom 
ſhe can unbend her mind, chat, or 
read, to ſhorten the hours of abſence, 


ſhe muſt ſolitarily fit, like the mo- 
ping 
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ping bird of night, brooding over her 
ſituation ; and in proportion to her 
ſenſibility, will be her miſery ; with- 
out one loved companion of her 
youth to ſmooth the rugged path of 
time, or remain the friend and com- 
fort of her declining years ! 


In every circumſtance, ſome fatal 
cataſtrophe ſucceeds the unlimitcd 
indulgence of paſſions, in thoſe coun- 
tries where reaſon and cuſtom have 
preſcribed laws to nature. The yield- 
ing woman, when no Jonger loved, 

muſt 


( 229 ) 
muſt fly to retirement, (ſecluded from 
all ſociety) embittered by painful re- 
flection, heightened in the degree of 
her former happineſs. A deſerted 
woman, like a poor deer, fingled 
out by the cruel hunter, though ſhe 
eſcapes with life, is ever after wretch- 
ed. She muſt never, never join the 
ſaucy herd, who pals her in ſportive 
indolence, regardleſs of her fate, and 
leave her a mark expoſed to every 
danger. How vaſt is the debt of 
gratitude which is due from a man 
to the woman who makes him hap- 
Vor, II. K 8 py 


( 130. ) 
py at ſuch expence? Too much to 
pay, he will become a bankrupt, and 
the compoſition to the poor creditor, 


is tears, anguiſh, and repentance. 


Hope is a flattering jilt ; ſhe will 
certainly deceive the fond maid who 
relies on man's gratitude to repair her 
for her peace, her honour ſacrificed 
to him. With the beſt of men there 
is a ſomething in their nature that 
ſhrinks from the premature nymph, 
who forgetting herſelf, gives all to 
love and him. Should he marry 

her, 


13) 
her, and only the ſilent moon and 
ſtars had been witneſs of his tranſ- 
ports, they would be perpetual mo- 
numents of his wife's frailty, embit- 
ter his private hours, ſhed a gloom 
over his mind, which her tender 
aſſiduities would only aggravate ; and 
ſhe muſt pine in ſecret to find her 
unremitting attention, and all her 
efforts to remove his chagrin, vain 
and fruitleſs; then fall a maſſacre to 


love and an unguarded moment. 


K 2 This 


- — — 
— 


— — 
> 


ra vey =. 
r 


- 
— — 


. 
22 


* 


( 2132 ) 

This is the only conſequence that 
can poſſibly be expected from the 
indulgence of paſſions not authorized 
by reaſon or religion. But how ſe- 
vere the fate of thoſe who only meet 
a lover with his ſoothing, tender, pre- 
vailing importunity, poſſeſſed of art, 
eloquence and ardour to {ubdue, but 
not honour to protect. His purpoſe 
gratified, he flies from the injured 
woman who had bleſſed him, aban- 
dons her to the ſcorn of her ſex, and 
pity of his own, What muſt be her 
feelings on ſuch occaſion? Words 
cannot 


(. 263 


cannot ſpeak her miſery; nor can it 


be conceived, but by thoſe who have 


been like her, by love undone. 


Let every woman reſpe& herſelf, 
and be aſſured that when a man, 
hurried away by paſſion, takes ad- 
vantage of her weakneſs and confi- 
dence, loves her not, whatever he 
may pretend. It is himſelf, not her 
he adores, when he would ruin the 
woman he admires. Will no leſs 
offering content him, than her ho- 


nour, peace and fame? He wins 


her 


1 
her to his purpoſe, and then deſpiſes 
her for having bleſt him at the ex- 
pence of herſelf. Few men think 
of marrying the woman whoſe vir- 
tue yielded without reſerve; and if 
ever the contrary happen, or the moſt 
innocent liberty be taken with the 
wedded miſtreſs by the moſt intimate 
friend of the huſband, happineſs will 
inſtantly quit their dwelling, and the 
harpies diſcord, petulance, jealouly, 
and diſcontent, ſupply its place ; for 
partial as the men are, they all think 
that ſhe who has once been ſur- 


priſed, 


6 


priſed, will have her virtue nod 


again. It is our duty, therefore, to 
guard well our hearts, for it is we 
who are moſt in danger. The beſt 
minds are moſt ſuſceptible of tender 
impreſſions, and ſooneſt ſubdued.---- 
Chaſtity in us is moſt amiable, but 
worle fortified, We are in front of 
view, like fine citadels, that promiſe 
great glory to the general who makes 
it ſurrender : If the fortreſs is im- 
pregnable, he gathers laurels by the 


ſurrender on honourable terms. The 
conquered then reflects honour on 
K 4 the 
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the conqueror, by a+ noble defence; 
and the vanquiſhed, by thoſe terms 
are the triumphant. But how fad 
the reverſe ! To throw the gates open 
on the approach of the enemy, does 
the victor no honour : he reaps no 
glory, there being a weak, or no de- 
fence; and the defeated ſinks into 


contempt with the conqueror and the 


world. A woman may repent of 
condeſcenſion, but never can have a 
' regret for thinking properly of her- 
ſelf and rigidly petſevering in the 
paths of virtue. 

| Over 
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Over thoſe calamities, then, that 
flow from a fond indulgence of na- 
ture's, paſſions, I would throw the 
veil of compaſſion, as the ſtill re- 
proaches of a wounded mind is an 
ample puniſhment. It is thoſe ſelf- 
diſapproving moments I would place 
to public view, to prove that natural 
ties are never formed in the cool 
medium of reaſon, A doating mo- 
ther, and ſo united, can only paint 
the miſery of her condition ; but 
with a woman who has only beauty 
to excite deſires, without merit to 


win 
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win the ſoul, ſhe is fuddenly hur- 


ried from a precipice, where, in the 
fall the loſes more than life, and 
meets a living death; baniſhed ſober 
ſociety, loſt to herſelf, friends, and 
the world! 


Why, then, ſo warmly contend for 
the freedom of love? Is thete not 
already too much unhappy beauty 
doomed to ſorrow, ſhame, and repen- 
tance? Your ſentiments may facili- 
tate the fears, anguiſh, and miſery of 

| many 


( gy. 3 


many ſoft, believing women, All 
men love, like you, when paſſion 
propels, and governs their purſuit of 
convulſive joys ; and lovers, like you, 
they remain, until their ſeducing 


tale has prevailed, and won the cre- 


dulous fair to their iniquitous pur- 
poſes. 


How ſevere her fate, thus to 
meet a lover with his affected and 
affecting importunities ! 


I pity 


f 0 140 
1 pity my countrymen, but abſo- 
lutely condemn the men, in whom 
ſelf-love only prevails, when they 
| ſubdue the virtue of the fair, whoſe 
confidence, faith, and love ſhould ra- 
ther arm them againſt themſelves, 
and conſtitute them protektors, not 
betrayers of female honour. Were 
their tenderneſs and ſenſibility leſs 
alive, the inſinuating pretences of 
artful and deſigning men would be 
repulſed, and they would revere the 
| chaſtity 
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chaſtity. they found invulnerable to 
their attacks. 


There are few men who (carried 
away by the impetuoſity of their de- 
fires, beyond the bounds which ho- 
nour in cooler moments would pre- 
ſeribe) would from principle make 
the only reparation left, by marrying 
the woman whoſe virtue gave way in 
ſome exhilirating moment. Vet let 


a woman thus circumſtanced be ſo 


protected in her conduct, that even 
the 
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che eye of ſuſpicion may never glance 
upon her, and ſhe muſt be unhappy 
in herſelf, 


I confeſs, you appear no ſtranger 
to love, and that you appear well 
read in the book of nature; and 
therefore you muſt further know, 
(ſuch is the frailty of human kind) 
that one fatal inſtance of illicit, yet 
natural gratification, will have more 
influence over young and giddy 


minds, and aid the ardent lover's ſuit 
more, 


643 
more, than a thouſand precepts from 
the moſt able divines will have, in 


making proſelytes on the fide of 


virtue. 


Examples are ever more prevalent 
than precept; and every aſſailant 
of woman's honour will readily quote 
and recount them ; and whatever a 
man's intention may be, he previous- 
ly aſſumes the ſemblance of virtue. 
In the deliberating moment, the pauſe 
between virtue and love, he urges 
thoſe wretched inſtances, which have 


conſigned 
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conſigned many women to irrepa- 
rable perdition ; and pleads, like their 
executioner, his honour, and un- 
changeable tenderneſs. That decides 
in his favour, and ſhe is loſt. Should 
he, too, make the ſame reparation, 
who can aſſure their felicity ? Pity 
may lead him to perform a thought- 
leſs vow, and ſhe be for ever a mo- 
nument of her own frailty, If poſ- 
ſeſſed of good ſenſe, has a variety in 
her diſpoſition, with an unwearied 
attention to pleaſe, ſomething like 
happineſs may reſide with them,— 


: But 
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But ſhould there be children, ſhe will 
pine in ſecret that they muſt be bred 
aliens to their father; and all for 
her preferring the laws of nature to 
what cuſtom and the laws of her 
country have conſtituted a virtue; 
and be for ever excluded from his for- 
tune and his name. A tender, doat- 
ing mother, and fo circumſtanced, 
can only paint the miſery of ſuch a 


ſituation! 


Altho' modern marriages are fal- 


len into contempt from the many 
Vol. II. L ill- 
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ill-ſuited pairs whom intereſt and 


convenience have united, without a 

ſingle requiſite to make the union 
anſwer the end for which it was ſo- 
lemnly inſtituted; yet from mar- 
riage only can there exiſt true hap- 
pineſs between the ſexes, unſoured by 
painful reflection; where there is no 
diſſimilarity of temper, no inconge- 
niality of ſoul, and where friendſhip 
has an equal ſhare with love, which 
ought to be the buſineſs of men to 


prove. 


Vutue 
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| Virtue, thereſore, is a die 1 hope 
No woman will throw, even againſt 
riches, at the expence of character. 
Thus every fair one may find content 
in poverty; and until ſhe can obey 
the ſweet voice of love, without of- 
fering violence to her conſcience, or 
injury to her character, let her pre- 
fer the eternal abſence of her lover, 


to SHAME, TORTURE, and DEATH, 


—vy— — _ — 


It is impoſſible to deſcribe the con- 


fuſion of the empaſſioned Omrah, at 
L 2 read- 
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reading this letter, and receiving the 
ſevere, the contemptible' token of 
Zemira's cool indifference — His 
mind was agitated with the claſhing 
paſſions of love and anger; and 
while the one prevailed in favour of, 
the other blew up his revenge and 
reſentment, © Were ever liberties of 
this kind, (faid he) taken with one 
of my birth and condition? And 
where is the ſelfiſh wretch ſhe has 


drawn in her letter to me ?” 


But 


(149) 


But ſomething, as within, gave a 
ſudden check to his wrath, and peace 
ſparkled in his countenance; as if 
heaven itſelf had interfered, and calm- 
ly ſubdued the purpoſes of hell. He 
pauſed, and reaſon reſumed its place, 
in his mind, He began to bluſh for 


himſelf ; and as he reflected, ſhe ap- 
peared to his ſight with new angelic 
beauty, He again read her letter, 
ſtopt at each moving, ſtrong, con- 
vincing period, and every argument 
for herſelf ſeemed to create in him a 
new paſſion, and defeat the argu- 
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ments he had wantonly urged. Like 
the flame of a taper, compared with 
that of a common torch, his preſent 
love appeared to that of his former 
paſſion, and he now longed more ar- 
dently to poſſeſs the virtuous, the 


beautiful Zemira, In the grandeur 
of her ſentiments, he ſaw ſomething 
above what he had ever before con- 
ſidered ; and his fond imagination 
was warmed into amazement at 
ſuch unparalleled wiſdom ; and he 
was ſatisfied that he had offered an 
affront and an indignity to ſuch pure 


inno- 


8 


innocence, matchleſs ſenſe, and ſub- 


lime notions of religion and honour. 


Thus did theſe fentiments, theſe 
different paſſions, cauſe different tranſ- 
ports in his minds, and flights of 
expreſſion, which, bowever, termi- 
nated in a reſolution to attempt the 
virtue of Zemira, by the promiſe of 
martiage. He therefore viſited her 
alone, and found her offeting up her 
evening prayers to heaven. Your 
highnefs, ſaid ſhe, with the utmoſt 

compoſure, does me the higheſt ho- 


nour 
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nour in making me this viſit : but I 
leave it to yourſelf now to determine 
how far you can derive happineſs on 
my miſery, A flood of tears fell 
from her eyes, her' ſpirits failed her, 
and ſhe trembled with horror to ſee 
the raviſher of her honour, and her- 


ſelf in his power. 


The Omrah, ſeeing this, addreſſed 
her thus: I read, in the ſoft lan- 
guage, of thoſe tears, your humane 
concern for my offence ; and if they 
| ſhould be attended with forgiveneſs 
and 


„ 
and forgetfulneſs of my fault, you 
will make me ſuperlatively happy. 
O Zemita, forgive the criminal in 
the penitent, and look on me with 
your wonted goodneſs. J was light- 
ed here by the bright and chaſte torch 
of Hymen; and if you can loſe ſight 
of the bold invader of your honour, 
receive in me the laſting friendſhip 
of a huſband. It was not mine, but 
my country's pride, which affailed 
your virtue; and if your affections 
are reciprocal with mine, if your pride 


is not inflexible, and you can rely on 
the 


( 2154 ) 

the word of an Omrah, who lives by 
his honour, to make you the partner 
of his name, eſtate, and fortune when 
he has nought to fear from the re- 
proaches of his country, or dread in 
the loſs of a father's bounty, give 
yourſelf to me now; and the inſtant 
fate ſhall inveſt me with all my pre- 
ſent expectancy, you ſhall be my 
wedded conſort. 


What, (aid ſhe, think you I will 
ever ſanctify my marriage with the 
guilt of fornication, or pollute my 
5 holy 
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holy vows with the fin of love's Joofe 


indulgence ? No: I perceive your re- 


luctance to make me your wife; but 

juſtice obliges me to repel your efforts 
with diſdain. I would rather wear 

out the remainder of my life in wan- 

dering and ſolitude. Go, therefore, I 

intreat you, and leave me to myſelf. 
Let me not ſee or hear of thee more, 
and when that enemy to all worldly 
grandeur, ſhall claſp you in his cold 
and chilling embraces, and you can 
ſuffer nothing yourſelf from the diſ- 
covery, expiate, by your prayers 
above, 
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above, for this injury you have intend- 
ed me, that I may not be branded 
with a crime by the tongue of ca- 
lumny, which it is my conſcious hap- 
pineſs to know mylelf free from. 


Hence, and leave me, I pray.” 


Stunned with compunction, diſap- 
pointment, and regret, the Omrah 
turned away abaſhed from the lovely 
Zemira, and filently quitted her 
preſence, exclaiming indignantly,--- 
« This ſtubborn virtue is all an art. 


The prize is worthleſs, ana Il leave 
| her 


E 

her for the arms of ſome thoughtleſs 
boy, who in the firſt emotions of the 
amorous paſſion, will heedleſsly ruſh 


himſelf into marriage, and his own 
diſgraee!“ 


Zemita, however, with theſe vir- 
tuous and noble ſentiments, oppoſed 
the libertiniſm of the groſs Omrah. 
She beat back his pretences, and 
the Fates, in protection of juſtice, 
reſcued her from his deſigns, reſerv- 


ing her for the patient, the religious 
Omar 
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Omar, whoſe love for her was puri- 
fied by refined affection, which he 
hallowed by a marriage, as the only 
means whereby to ſecure his own 
conſcious peace and her glory, till 
Time ſhould ſeparate them rox 
EVER, | 
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To THE READER. 


Wren Mr. Vro looks on the long 
liſt of reſpectable names which or- 
nament and do honour to the tale of 
OMAR and ZEMIRA, and eſpecially 
the names of Admiral RopDA and 
Mrs, Roppam, for whoſe ſingular 
bounty and benevolence towards him, 
he feels it impoflible to expreſs him- 
ſelf ſufficiently grateful, he ſhould be 
overcome with ſhame and confuſion, 

were 


19 | 
were he not perſuaded that the prin- 
cipal part of them ſubſcribed from 
motives of a much H1GHERK NATURE 
than the expectation of entertain- 
ment or information ; and as ſuch 
he ceaſes to be uneaſy in ſuſpecting 
they will be in the leaſt diſappointed; 
for he is aſſured that their philan- 
throphy has ſolely induced them to 
promote the preſent publication, and 


HIS HAPPINESS, 


If, therefore, his candid ſubſcribers 
ſhall think he has given any traits of 


eaſtern 
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eaſtern manners, and exhibited the 
piety of the Aſiatics, under their rul- 
ing notions of tranſmigration, it was 
all he aimed at; except, indeed, to 
obtain, thro' a remembrance and con- 
ſtant attention to an all- perfect Deity, 
that contentment which an untainted 
conſcience can only beſtow; by 
convincing us, that he is the happier 
man who can ſuſtain himſelf againſt 
the rapid flow of misfortunes and in- 
juries, however grievous, which it 
was not in his power to prevent, 
than thoſe men who violate the laws 


by 


=, 


by acts of injuſtice, whether ariſing 
from ſelfiſhneſs, the thirſt of glory, 


the love of power, or the ig- 


norance of ALL that ſimply conſti- 


tutes their happineſs—viRTue. For 
in what or where do all the riches, 
glory, and power of the world end ? 
In grief, remorſe, ſickneſs, and death! 
Oh Death! (ſays the great Sir Wal- 
ter Raleigh) eloquent, juſt and migh- 
ty death! whom none could adviſe, 
thou haſt perſuaded; what none 
have dared, thou has done; and 
whom all the world have flattered, 

thou 


„ 


thou only haſt caſt out of the world, 


and deſpiſed; thou haſt drawn toge- 
ther all the far- fetched greatneſs, all 
the pride, cruelty, guilt, and ambi- 
tion of man, and covered it over with 


theſe two narrow words -- HI 


JACET, 


E RR ATA. 


Vol, II. page 7, 1. 2, dele but. 
61, — 2 fer eat, tread ate. 
60, — 11 for eternal, r. earthy, 
89, — 13, for to, r. her. 


